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The Process of Drawing up Reconstruction Plans in Extensive Disaster-hit Areas
Including Community Relocation and Challenges in the Implementation of Plans
Through Reconstruction Planning Support in A-Town, Miyagi Prefecture, Devastated
by the Great East Japan Earthquake
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Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution Kobe, Japan, ishikawae@dri.ne.jp

This study summarizes “the transition of the roles of national, prefectural and municipal governments”
and “changes in issues hampering the reconstruction plan development processes by local governments”,
focusing on A-Town, Miyagi Prefecture, where the author has been engaged in supporting activities for
reconstruction planning as a quasi-resident adviser since one month after the earthquake. The study also
clarifies the position of town and city reconstruction projects, particularly for residential reconstruction
projects, including community relocation for the recovery of extensive tsunami-hit areas covering multiple
prefectures, as well as challenges in community relocation.

The challenges presented here may contribute to envisaging a scenario for reconstruction if another great
earthquake, which in all likelihood may occur, should devastate wide areas covering several prefectures, for

example in places such as Southeast Sea or Southern Sea of Japan.
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